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FOREWORD

Science communication is ' a priority in Botswana’s
educational landscape. Beyond schools and colleges, the
Ministry of Education and Skills Development has been at the
forefront in taking measures to improve the appreciation of
science by the general public. This is attested by the broacast
content aired in our national broadcasting media led by the
Ministry of Education and Skills Development. Our efforts in
this regard are consistent with a key pillar of vision 2016,
namely, an informed and educated nation. This ambitious
vision cannot be achieved without the cooperation of all
stakeholders.

It is with the greatest delight to learn that the Botswana-
Baylor Children’s Clinical Centre of Excellence (COE), in
trying to fulfill the goals of the Collaborative African Genomics
Network (CAfGEN), is already contributing to this course
through its flagship community engagement project -Genome
Adventures. Funded jointly by Wellcome Trust and the US
National Institutes of Health, Genome Adventures is
presened in four comic books that seek to communicate and
engage Batswana and other African countries on issues of
science with a special focus on biomedical research.

In the first book entitled “Blast to the past® Kitso- the young hero of the book series explores heredity
and genetics. In this, the second book, entitled “Cracking the code” Kifso with the assistance of
several superheroes shrinks to microscopic size to explore how DNA and the genes affect the human
body and its functions. Presented in a pictorial and entertaining way using simple language, this book
can be enjoyed by all - young and old, less and more educated. |'urge all learners to pay attention to
the story and compare. it to the content from their biology books for their benefit.

Aware that genetics is one of those topics that can be challenging to understand, | am happy to
endorse and recommend Genome Adventure Book Two as an opportunity to our students and
communities to learn genetics in an easy and more exciting style that combines story-telling comics
and analogies to engage and educate its readers.

Significantly, the book features female scientists - an encouragement for our girl children to aspire to
take science as a career. This is noteable as Botswana is a signatory to the Southren African
Development Community Science and Technology Protocol that requires members to close the
numerical gap between female and male scientists.

| am informed that Genome Adventures Comic Books will be translated into Setswana, Luganda
Swahili, Hausa, Arabic, French, Portuguese and featured in various social media-in order to reach as
many African People as possible.

On behalf of Batswana, and indeed all Africans, | take this opportunity to thank all those who are
involved in bringing this project to fruition and to the Wellcome Trust and National Institutes of Health
for providing funding support. We at the Botswana Ministry of Education and Skills Development we
are happy to crack the code with Kitso. | invite you all to join.

R

Honourable Dr Unity Dow
Minister of Education and Skills Development
Republic of Botswana
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